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administrative capacity. There have been occasions on which a
masterful Commissioner has undermined the Independence of the
Corporation, there have been times when the debates have sunk to
an unpleasantly low level. But the most perfect human institutions
must depend for their success on the men who work them, and such
lapses and shortcomings must be viewed in their proper perspective.
In his final remarks on the Bill, Pfaerozeshah observed that the
prospect of its success would not simply be in its own excellence; it
would depend in a great measure oa its being worked in that com-
bined spirit of enlightened zeal and public spirit, and of sound
practical commonsense, which had distinguished the conduct of
municipal affairs in the past. He was confident that it would be
worked in that spirit^ and that it would "add fresh laurels to the
municipal fame of this city." The prediction has been amply ful-
filled. By the manner in which she has administered her affairs,
Bombay has added to her reputation for political sobriety and
capacity. This has been due in a considerable measure to the life-
long labours of Pherozeshah himself. As the Duke of Connaught
who was associated with him when the Act of 1888 was being
moulded in the Legislative Council, observed long after, the muni-
cipal constitution of Bombay "bears the indelible mark of genius
impressed upon it by the late Sir Pherozeshah Mehta," whom he
was proud to remember as a friend. For more than a generation, his
personality dominated the stage. When he quitted it, he left a void,
which may never be filled. But his work endures, and the spirit
which he has infused in the administration of local affairs will
continue, let us hope, to inspire succeeding generations, and help to
maintain the proud position which the Bombay Corporation has so
long occupied among the self-governing institutions in the country.